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From the author of THE BUDDHA AND THE BEE and UNLOST

adding tons of asides and background info.” —E.W. Bertram, Reviewer
LIFE DOESN’T COME WITH A ROADMAP

AND THIS IS NOT A GUIDEBOOK

CORY MORTENSEN is an adventure seeker, businessman, consultant, 
and modern-day philosopher. He and his wife live in Arizona and 

share a passion for travel, volunteering, and trekking across 
the globe to explore the people and places that make up the 
colorful quilt we inhabit. 

CORY MORTENSEN rode his bike from Chaska, Minnesota, to California. The experience ultimately 
changed his perspective on how life could be lived. So, rather than returning home after his adventure—
back to the life unwanted—and equipped with absolutely no plan and nothing tying him down, he
makes a simple phone call to quit his career and decides to hitchhike south along the Pacific Coast
Highway. Destination unknown. Sounds like a pretty good idea.

One minute, I’m sitting in a cubicle, and the next, I’m haggling over a room in the Andes 
in a location of the world I never even knew existed.

Where does a guy go when he has no place to be? Passport, tent, sleeping bag, and a favorite pair of 
Chaco sandals—enough gear for meandering from the Mexican border to the southern tip of South
America, right?

Humor ■ Insight ■ Adventure ■ Gratitude ■ Peace
Forty-hour bus rides, Mayan Ruins, five-dollar tattoos, mountain biking down the Road of Death, para-
gliding the mountains of Mérida, trekking the Patagonian Andes. Spectacular sights, strange foods,
unfamiliar smells, interesting people—and what would a trip like this be without a little dynamite?

The Buddha and the Bee: Biking through 
America’s Forgotten Roadways on an Accidental 

Journey of Discovery, Cory’s first book, is 
available in paperback, hardcover, and ebook.

“Cory takes 
me places I’ll never 

be able to go. Funny and 
adventurous. Another great book 

by Mortensen. You won’t be 
disappointed.”

www.TheBuddhaAndTheBee.com

MORTENSEN

EMBRACING
BEWILDERMENT
AN UNCONVENTIONAL EUROPEAN SUMMER TWISTING INTO A 

MIND-BENDING EXCURSION THROUGH SOUTHEAST ASIA

“This guy is crazy, someone who you don’t want planning a trip for you, but who you’d 
probably love to have beers with or read a book he wrote. He’s a great storyteller, 


